


This woman, housed in the Safoula shelter not far from Ougadougou, for women accused of witchcraft, which the locals call “the witch house”, is consi-
dered the leader of the group, and highly respected by the other guests. 

A government program is trying to bring back the women who had been chased away by them on charges of practicing witchcraft to the villages. The 
program has currently achieved modest results, affecting only a few dozen of the hundreds of women housed in the Safoula facility.



Even some men accused of practicing black magic live in the center of Safoula, with women accused of being witches. Many of the women in the center are very old and with serious and with severe psychiatric problems. This makes their reintegration into the social fabric 
of the country very difficult, which the government is trying to implement through a targeted program.



The head of a hyena, an animal protected by law in Burkina Faso, sells like strong fetish in the black” market of Boinsyaaré, in Ouagadougou. The skin of a lion, an animal protected by law, in Burkina Faso, sells like strong fetish in the black” market of Boinsyaaré, in Ouagadougou.



Even the severe climatic changes that have caused an increase in desertification but also of disastrous and unpredictable storms have exacerbated a
situation of great social economic hardship in the country and pushed many people to return to the ancient animist cults and magical practices.

Seller of fetishes in the black” market of Boinsyaaré, in Ouagadougou. The spread of fundamentalist Islam and terrorism connected to it in the country 
has thrown the country into a situation of political and social uncertainty that has amplified the influence on the population

of witchcraft and related rituals.



In the small rural villages of Burkina Faso, every year dozens of women are threatened with death and driven from their homes because they are accu-
sed of beingwitches and voluntarily causing the death of some people. Accusations that very often mask envies and problems of inheritance, especially 

towards those they are widowed.



The uprooting from the family and social context in which they lived in the villages from which they were expelled has meant that many of the wo-
men accused of witchcraft housed in the “witch house” of Safoula suffer from mental disorders.

Women accused of black magic practices in Burkina Faso are driven out of villages and
 forced to wander in the countryside and in the forests without food and water. Sentencing them to almost certain death. Today a few hundred of them are 

housed in the Safoula shelter, located on the outskirts of the capital Ouagaguodou and run by local and international NGOs.



Some of the guests housed in the Safoula center for women accused of black magic practices receive the visit of their family members, who risk, kee-
ping these contacts, to be themselves expelled from the villages.

In the Safula center for women accused of black magic, guests card cotton as the only activity to have a minimum income.



Many of the women in the center of Safoula which hosts those expelled from the villages because they are accused of witchcraft, 
they are very old and with serious health problems.

The women accused of witchcraft housed in the Safoula shelter just outside Ougadougou were previously housed in a facility located near the city center. 
This allowed women themselves a minimum of social life, which today is in fact impossible for them.



Guibkoudgo Ouidi lives in the village of Guiba, in the province of Zoundwéogo. He defines himself as a consultant and a medium. He is considered a
powerful local sorcerer, with many followers, owner of an important collection of fetishes.



The hands of Guibkoudgo Ouidi He is considered a one of the most important sorcerer of this area. Officially he calls himself a medium, but uses 
animal sacrifices for black magic practices.

Some followers of the sorcerer Guibkoudgo Ouidi dance to the sound of traditional drums wearing protective fetishes.



To the sound of ritual drums, followers of the sorcerer Guibkoudgo Ouidi  dance covered in fetishes. On a very young follower of the sorcerer Guibkoudgo Ouidi, the effectiveness of the protective fetishes he wears is demonstrated with a sword. 
The child received no physical harm from the demonstration.



Roberto Nistri. Professional Biography

An international Photography Awards Winner is a Roman graduated in Biological Sciences at the University “La 
Sapienza” of Rome, who has transformed since more than fifteen years his passion for photography into a career. 
At the beginning as a wildlife photographer. Then, extending his professional prospects to documentary photo-
graphy. 
As a professional photographer who worked with a large number of journals and periodicals, Italian and interna-
tional, Hundreds of his photos have been published around the world, on websites, magazines and books throu-
gh the international agencies “Alamy.com” and “Pictures Alliance”.  He has also collaborated with several Italian 
public entities, including the Lazio Region, the University of Rome “Tor Vergata”, the Friuli Museum of Natural Hi-
story and the Italian Ministry of Environment. 
For years, he organizes courses in photography, exibitions and workshops, both in Italy and abroad. In his many 
travels he has focused on the documentation of ethnic groups and peoples who are threatened by progress and 
by particular political and social conditions, in recent years in Ethiopia, Kenya, India, Burkina Faso, Tanzania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Croazia, North Ireland and Lebanon.
He has made the long-term photographic project “In the Wild World of Writers,” for which he took with a “natu-
ralistic “ attitude a large number of portraits of the most famous Italian narrators and storytellers. The project be-
came an exhibition that opened in November 2013 to Palaexpo of Rome and exhibited in other major Italian loca-
tions, and enclosed in a book published by Palombi Editori.
He is (December, 2013) the winner of  the award “Best Single Image in a Portfolio (Vanishing Cultures & Emer-
ging) and of Portfolio (Monochromal) of “Travel Photographer Of The Year Awards 2013”. He has contributes in 
July 2014 at Royal Photographic Society, International Print Exhibition157, in London and in others four locations 
in the UK. Third place, “Professional” People Life Style category in Moscow International Foto Awards’14 Compe-
tition.
The images of his long-term photographic project “Survivors of Modernity. Visions from past worlds “, were exhi-
bited in 2013 at the MAP (Museo Agro Pontino) in Pontinia (LT); in 2014 at the “Terre di Confine Museum” in 
Sonnino (LT), in 2015 at the Palazzo Lanfranchi Museum in Matera and in 2019 at the MAC (Maja Arte Contempo-
ranea) gallery in Rome.


