




Ngugi Waweru, one of the artists of the Wajukuu Art Project collective, paints inside his studio in Lunga Lunga.



The rap group Majeshi Mosteducated, during one of the free concerts they hold every Saturday in the slums of Nairobi.  
In this case the one in Lunga Lunga, where they live and where the group was born and set its videos.

All the activities of the Wajukuu Collective are in no way supported by the Nairobi city authorities. On the contrary, in some cases they are hindered. The 
Majeshi Mosteeducate’s concert was interrupted by the local police, who accused them of obstructing the otherwise very little car traffic within the slum 

with their presence. Accompanied to the police station, the musicians were, however, released after a short time. 
 



Over the years, the prestigious Cicicle Art Gallery in Nairobi has hosted a series of group and solo exhibitions by some  
of the visual artists of the Wajukuu collective.

Young “Wajukuu Kids Club” students learn to draw using colored pencils. The role of teacher is played 
by Lazarus Tumbiti, an established visual artist from the Wajukuu collective.



Following the overflowing of the river that runs through Lunga Lunga, due to the floods that hit Kenya in the spring of 2024, the government ordered the demolition of all houses built along its banks. A precautionary measure to avoid 
further casualties in the event of new floods. However, it has effectively deprived thousands of the slum’s inhabitants of a roof over their heads, who have been offered no alternative solution to simple forced eviction.



The Wajukuu collective has numerous contacts with other international artistic realities, not only in Africa, but also in Europe. Caroline is a German 
art teacher who taught for a month as a volunteer at the children’s school in Lunga Lunga.

The very young students of the Lunga Lunga art school are taught the techniques of drawing the  
human body. Often using themselves and their classmates as models.



In the Lunga Lunga slum, there are no cultural, or even simply sporting, public activities on offer for its residents. The work carried out by collective 
Wajukuu therefore plays a fundamental role in filling this tatal absence. Particularly with regard to the younger generation.

At the end of a painting session, one of the students washes the brushes used by the ‘Wajukuu Kids Club’ group of young artists. The school promotes 
practices and behaviour that stimulate cooperation among young people, both on a strictly artistic and social level.



Children play on a handmade slide built in the Lunga Lunga slum on the banks of the river that runs through it. There is no structure of any kind in the slum that allows the young and very young  
people living there to engage in sports or other forms of play or recreation.



What characterises the slums of Nairobi, besides a high rate of environmental pollution, is the almost total absence of greenery.  
Even a few banana trees can therefore serve to make the ‘garden’ of one’s home more welcoming.

Two girls from the Lunga Lunga slum. Unemployment rates among young people in the slum are very high.  
The entire economy of a community of tens of thousands is based on informal work.
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In the Lunga Lunga slum, which extends in the immediate vicinity of the industrial area of Nairobi, a sugar refining factory was active a few years ago, 
which was then closed. What remains of the building has been painted and transformed by the collective into colorful installations, visible in different 

areas of the slum itself.

Shabu Wangi has successfully exhibited his works in group and solo shows at the prestigious Cicicle Art Gallery in Nairobi. His reputation and renown 
grew after the participation of the Wajukuu collective in the international art fair ‘Documenta Fifteen’, which took place in the  

summer of 2022 in the city of Kassel, Germany.



Some of the members of the Wajukuu collective have achieved considerable success as visual artists or musicians. This has not prevented them from remaining firmly anchored to their roots and their community, within which they 
continue to carry out intense work in the social sphere on a daily basis, aimed especially at the younger generation.


